
            
            

               
           
           

             
            

     
 
 

     
 

 

Exploring Italy – The Roots of Wine 
 SEPTEMBER 18-27, 2019 

 
The most beautiful scenery in the world – it’s a tall order to choose where that is.  But 
two candidates are surely the multi-colored fields of southern Tuscany and the rolling 
hills of the Barolo wine district.  Nowhere on the planet do breathtaking vistas so 
completely envelop some of the highest-quality grape vines to be found anywhere.  Italy 
offers a cornucopia for the senses – incredible history and art, sensational food, delicious 
wines, warm and interesting people, and dazzling scenery.  Let’s explore it together! 
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We’ll explore the beautiful Italian 
countryside and stroll through quaint 
villages. We’ll visit and taste at the 
dramatic new winery at Antinori, at 
Castello di Brolio, birthplace of Chianti, 
and at Biondi Santi, birthplace of 
Brunello di Montalcino.  
 

Our trip begins in Tuscany where we’ll stay in 
historic Siena, which oozes atmosphere. The 
center of Siena is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and there will be time to explore its 
winding streets, beautiful cathedral, and the 
Piazza del Campo, the town square where the 
Palio, a traditional medieval horse race, is run 
twice each summer. 

In our small group of no more than twelve wine 
adventurers, we’ll touch on each aspect of 
Italy’s appeal as we visit historical and religious 
sites, gaze at gorgeous vistas, and taste some of 
the world’s greatest wines. 
 



     

The next day we explore the beautiful seaside 
resort village of Portofino and its neighbor, Santa 
Margherita Ligure.  Then we drive to Piedmont, 
where we’ll stay at a luxury country hotel in one of 
the three best vineyards of Barolo. We’ll enjoy a 
vertical cellar tasting of top Barolos made in the 
vineyard where we’re staying. Renowned wine 
estates we’ll visit may include Aldo Conterno, 
Bruno Rocca, Emilio Grasso, and more. 
 
 

Our main mode of transport will be a comfortable coach 
with a local driver.  We’ll be busy each day, but not too 
busy.  Every day includes time for personal exploration or 
relaxation.  One evening in Venice is free to explore and 
dine at your leisure. 

On our way from Tuscany to Piedmont we will visit 
Bolgheri and a top Super Tuscan estate such as 
Sassicaia or Ornellaia.  After a brief stop at the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa, we spend the night in the 
walled town of Lucca.  In the morning we tour the 
amazing Carrara marble quarry, then it’s on to the 
spectacular Italian Riviera towns of Cinque Terre. 

We conclude our trip in the wine region of the 
Veneto, where we’ll stay in the majestic city of 
Venice.  We’ll taste Amarone in Valpolicella with the 
legendary Quintarelli family, whose wines are almost 
unobtainable in the US, and after a chance to tour 
Venice, we’ll finish on a historical note as our private 
motor launch takes us to the original Venetian Island 
of Torcello for a farewell lunch. 



 

      
    

 
            

              
          

            
           

            
     

 

Your guide for this exceptional experience is 
Charles Bennett, CWP, CSW, founder of 
Exploring Wine.  A wine lover and collector for 
more than 20 years who honeymooned in 
Burgundy and once lived on a vineyard in 
Germany, he speaks French and German and 
has traveled extensively around the world.  
Charlie is certified as a wine professional by the 
Culinary Institute of America and the Society of 
Wine Educators.  As a board member of the 
Chaîne des Rôtisseurs, the world’s oldest and 
largest wine and food society, he headed the 
Chaîne’s 2,000+ member association of wine 
enthusiasts (the Société Mondiale du Vin), ran 
the Chaîne's national young sommelier 
competition, and led the Chaîne’s national 
wine programs. He holds degrees from 
Stanford and Tufts. In years past he won three 
Emmy awards on public television, was a 
business strategy consultant to CEOs of several 
Fortune 500 companies, and was VP of Internet 
Services for a major computer company.  Wine 
is now his primary passion. 
 
 

127 Little Mill Place 
The Woodlands, TX 77382 

281-738-2281 
cb@exploringwine.com 

 

Representative Day: 
 
 

 Leisurely breakfast at our luxury hotel 
 
 

 Head to one of Tuscany’s classic villages 
such as Montalcino, where we stroll the 
vineyards with a winemaker and talk 
about history, terroir, and the character of 
the vineyard’s wines, while tasting them. 

 
 

 A splendid drive through some of the 
most beautiful scenery on earth in the 
Crete Senese and Val d’Orcia, with time to 
stop for photographs and contemplation. 

 
 

 Free time in Siena in the late afternoon 
for strolling, shopping or relaxing. 

 
 

 A special tasting–menu dinner with pre-
selected regional wines of the highest 
quality 

 
 [Consider spending an additional day or two 

on your own before the trip in Rome or 
Florence, and after the trip in Venice, if you 
want more time to see classic city sights that 
are not major features of our itinerary.]  

 
 

CLICK TO REQUEST MORE INFORMATION 

http://www.exploringwine.com/italy-fall-2019-contact.html

